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What is a Healthy Working River?

The PRTI Study/Action Work Group’s definition of a healthy
working river is one that supplies the goods and services
demanded by our complex society, within the existing and
evolving water rights system and honoring existing property
rights, while maintaining and improving ecological integrity and

resilience.
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WhO’S Here TOdCI y? Geography—where do you live?

 Greeley
Age * Fort Collins
* 21 or younger * Windsor
e 2235 * Unincorporated Larimer
e 36-55 County
e 55—75 * Unincorporated Weld County
» 75 orolder * Other

Forum Attendance
e First time
e Have attended several

’2 . * Have attended all of them!
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FORUM ATTENDANCE BY SECTOR H 2018 M 2019
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WATER

SWIM

Answer: Swim Under Water



BLOOD

WATER

Answer: Blood is thicker than water



H20

Answer: Holy Water
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Answer: Its all Greek to me



Answer: Brown nosing



S

Answer: Back to square one
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DAY

Answer: Back in the day



Answer: Misunderstood



Learn more at:
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Glossary of Water Terminology

Facl Sheel No, 4,717

Crop Series | Irrigation

by R, Waskom and M. Neibauer*

Waler is basic 10 cur lives and all of us
are aliiseted by how it i wed and managed.
In Calorad, the compleity ol aur water
Tawes and oUr water management struchire
is aflen bewildering, 11 seerns (hal waler
naanagers in Colorado have their awen special

ge. This fact sheel alfers non-technical

langus
definitions of many of the commonly

used water reeiiss ta help citizens better
unslerstamd the prinviples that govern Lhe v
af water in Colirade,

Absolute water right: A water right, wilh

volume of water required
Lo cover ome acre ol land Lo o depth ol ene
font (43,560 cubic feet or 325,851 gallons]

Adjudication: The judicial process
through which the existence of a water right
is confirmed by court decree,

Achverse 1 deeroad waler owned
iy annther appropriator,

Alluvial groundwater: Cround waler
thal is hydrologically connected o a surface
strean that is presenl in permeable geologic
rmalerial, usually small rock and gravel

Appropriation Doctrine: The system
of waler law primarily used in lhe western
Uniled Slales under whch: 1 The right 1o
waler is acquired by diverting water and
applyving to a beneficial use: and 2. A right
L yeater 1o sperior oy right developed
Tarer i

Appropriator; Lhe person or persons
wha put water t beneficial use.

Aquifer: Underground deposils of sand,
el o Toak saturaled with wawr, The
two major ypes of aquifers are confined
and vnconfined.

ne.

‘7. Waskarm, divectar of e Colracts Water nstnie i,
Neihaver, former Extensinn mastes st

Artesian well: A well in which ware
under natural pressure rises (o he surlaee
wilhoul being purnped.

Augmentation plan: A court-approved
plem [hal allows o furder water vser (o divert
water out of priority se long as adequate
acement i made o aflected strea
wstern preventing injuew to the wearer rights
of senior tsers,

B
Base flow: The amount of water
iy strearn thal rusults [rom groumd
water discharge.
Basin: The arca o land that drains 1o
parlicular river,
Basin rank: The relalive senierity of
u wiiler Tight as determmined by ils date ol
adindication and the date of appropriation
Benelicial use: The application of waler
necessary b accenn plish the purpose of the
approprialion. withonl waste. Some common

ficial usc are agriculture,
n,and mining.

I}-PL“- of
municipal, wildlife, recreat

Pesl Management Proclices
{BMPs): Practices that are technically
and economically feasible and for which
sigrilicant waler consurvalion or waler
quality benufits can he achizved

A legeal ducri
of both riparian rights

retaining a
Ihe pringiplos o privr appropriation.

Call: The requiest 1y an appro priator for
waler which the person s cnlitled 1o under

all will force those users

will junior decrees Lo cease or dimninish their
chversions and pass the roquested ameound
of warer e the dovenstream senior making
the call

Change of waler righ Any changyin a
way a waler vight is nsed. Can be changed in
Iype, place, lime ol use, point of diversion,
adding points of diversion, etc. Changes of

hiis detree; such

_—_——
Quick Facts

* Watar in Colorads &
adminstered under
the doectrine of prior
appropristion ar “first in
time, first in rght doctrine "

= The state constitution
declarss that “the right te
divert the unappapriated
waters of ary natural stream
o baneficial uses shall never
be deniad *

= The concept of beneficial
uee has charged with
ehanging public values, but
includes & notion of wiss
use, without waste.

= Water righits In Colorado are
adjudicated or recognized
through the court system

& Colanado State University
Extersion. 5/02. Revised 5/12.
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(search for water glossary)
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